
Standards Based Learning
Community Information Session 



Objectives:

● The Why - Understanding Ashlawn’s Journey

● Define Standards Based Grading 

● Understand what Standards Based Grading looks like at Ashlawn

● Know how I can support my student’s learning at home



Grading & Reporting Practices 



Purpose of the Report Card 
A communication tool

A valid representation of student’s progress 

Inform students and parents of strengths and challenges in learning

Included in a student’s school record and cumulative file



Current Report Cards at APS



Changes Over Time



Ashlawn’s Journey 

Workshop model and the progression of learning

- Our practice is to provide accurate, specific, and timely feedback designed 
to improve student performance

- Conferring and guided small group instruction

- We strive to create an environment where students take ownership for 
their learning and are intrinsically motivated to increase their knowledge 
and skill, rather than just collecting as many points as possible



Snapshot vs. Summative Average
In 2007, John Hattie pointed out that ‘feedback is effective when it consists of 
information about progress, and/or about how to proceed.’ A single letter 
grade summarizing a student’s performance in one content area does not 
provide this type of specific feedback. 

Standards based reporting is a method that allows teachers, students, and 
parents to clearly communicate about specific areas of strength and need. It 
gives a clear and concise answer to the student’s question, What do I need to 
do to improve?

Our goal is to improve student achievement over time, rather than simply 
reporting it at predetermined intervals.



Mindshift - Learning is a progression
Exceeds 
Standard

Student consistently demonstrates higher-order thinking in the application of the skills 
mastered under the Virginia standard.

Meets 
Standard

Student consistently demonstrates mastery of the Virginia standard.

Developing 
Mastery

Student is in the process of mastering (e.g., the student is learning) the Virginia 
standard.

Insufficient 
Evidence

The teacher does not have evidence to determine a student’s mastery level for this 
skill.



Standards-Based Grading
The Virginia Standards of Learning has identified specific elements of 
knowledge and skill that all students should know and be able to do as a 
result of being in a grade level for a year. 

Examples from VA standards

1st Grade Math 3rd Grade Reading 5th Grade Writing

3.6  The student will read and 
demonstrate comprehension of 
nonfiction texts.
      f)   Summarize information
   

5.7 The student will write in a 
variety of forms to include narrative, 
descriptive, expository, and 
persuasive.
      g)   Write a clear topic sentence 
focusing on the main idea.



4th Grade ELA - 4.5f Identify the Conflict and Resolution

Standard

I Can Statement 

Exceeds Standard
I can identify the main conflict (problem) and the resolution (solution).  I can identify 
how the main conflict and resolution is similar to a conflict and resolution in another 
context.  I use text evidence to support my ideas. 

Meets Standard I can identify the main conflict (problem) and the resolution (solution). I can support my 
ideas evidence from the text

Developing Mastery I can identify the conflict (problem) and the resolution (solution)

Insufficient Evidence No Evidence (did not complete, new student, absences,etc)



2nd Grade Math - 2.1c compare and order whole numbers 0 to 999 

Standard

I Can Statement 

Exceeds Standard
I can compare and order whole numbers beyond 999

I can use information from a story to organize numbers from least to greatest or 
greatest to least.

Meets Standard I can compare and order whole numbers between 0 and 999 and use the correct 
symbol to show my understanding (<,>,=)

Developing Mastery I can compare and order whole numbers between 0 and 99

Insufficient Evidence No Evidence (did not complete, new student, absences,etc)



Standards Based Assessment Does 
NOT Equate to Letter Grades

Exceeds 
Standard

Student consistently demonstrates higher-order thinking in the application of the 
skills mastered under the Virginia standard.

Meets 
Standard

Student consistently demonstrates mastery of the Virginia standard.

Developing 
Mastery

Student is in the process of mastering (e.g., the student is learning) the Virginia 
standard.

Insufficient 
Evidence

The teacher does not have evidence to determine a student’s mastery level for this 
skill.

A

B

C

D



WHAT DOES THIS LOOK LIKE AT ASHLAWN?



Instructional Practices 



End of Quarter Snapshot - what to expect



The Outcomes
Students Can... Teachers Can... Parents Can...

● Stay in touch with their 
own progress and growth

● Set their own reasonable 
goals

● Communicate and 
celebrate their 
achievements

● Identify for students what 
they are expected to learn

● Build relevancy for why 
they need to learn it

● Understand the exact skills 
and knowledge a student 
has mastered and those in 
which a student needs 
additional time and help

● Provide targeted 
instruction

● Understand the exact skills 
and knowledge their child 
has been taught and 
where he or she is in 
meeting the skill

● Provide focused support



Social Skills & Work Habits to C.A.R.E.S
CURRENTLY:  

TRANSITIONING TO:  



A global citizen demonstrates these characteristics:

Cooperation Assertion Responsibility Empathy Self-control

- Follows class rules

- Cooperates with 
others in work and 
play

-  Interacts with 
peers and adults in a 
respectful and 
positive way

- Self-Motivated

- Exhibits leadership 
skills

- Demonstrates 
perseverance

- Demonstrates effort

- Organizes 
self/materials for 
tasks

- Work 
Independently

- Follows written and 
oral directions

- Respects 
rights/property of 
others

- Demonstrates care 
for others

- Listens to others 

- Perceives other 
people’s feelings

- Accepts authority at 
school

- Stays focused and 
attentive

- Thinks before 
acting



Next Steps
1. Parent Teacher Conferences 
2. Communicating to students
3. Next Parent Info Session  

- Dec 5th, 7:00 PM; Dec 7th, 8:00 AM 
4. Parent Workshop sessions for math and language arts 



How Can You Be Involved?
● Ask your student about what he or she is learning

● Stay connected - learning logs, parent information sessions, P-T conferences

● Partner with us and provide feedback about grading practices



QUESTIONS



Resources
● Ashlawn website “Standards Based Instruction” https://ashlawn.apsva.us/standards-based-instruction/ 
● CARES: https://www.responsiveclassroom.org/about/principles-practices/ 

● “The Case Against Grades” by Alfie Kohn: http://www.alfiekohn.org/article/case-grades/“The Case Against 
Rewards and Praise” by Harvard Education Letter: 
http://hepg.org/hel-home/issues/10_2/helarticle/the-case-against-rewards-and-praise“The Case Against 
Grades” by Michael Thomsen: 
http://www.slate.com/articles/double_x/doublex/2013/05/the_case_against_grades_they_lower_self_esteem_dis
courage_creativity_and.html“Self-esteem based on external sources has mental health consequences,” 
American Psychological Association: http://www.apa.org/monitor/dec02/selfesteem.aspx“A is the Best One” by 
Caroline Greig: https://www.macalester.edu/educationreform/actionresearch/GreigAR.pdf“Standards-based 
grading made my kid average” by Lisa Westman: 
https://lisawestman.com/2017/03/15/standards-based-grading-made-my-kid-average/
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http://www.slate.com/articles/double_x/doublex/2013/05/the_case_against_grades_they_lower_self_esteem_discourage_creativity_and.html
http://www.slate.com/articles/double_x/doublex/2013/05/the_case_against_grades_they_lower_self_esteem_discourage_creativity_and.html
http://www.apa.org/monitor/dec02/selfesteem.aspx
https://www.macalester.edu/educationreform/actionresearch/GreigAR.pdf
https://lisawestman.com/2017/03/15/standards-based-grading-made-my-kid-average/

